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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  The  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1950. 

The  report  has  been  drawn  up  under  a series  of  main  headings 

* 

and  so  far  as  the  services  are  concerned  include  both  the  obligatory 
and  permissive  services  that  the  Huntingdon  County  Council, 
as  Local  Health  Authority,  provide  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  and  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth  Rate  has  continued  to  fall  and  as 
yet  there  is  no  indication  that  it  has  become  stabilised.  One  dis- 
quieting feature  was  the  increase  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  during 
1950  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  expand.  Although  ad- 
mittedly an  expensive  service,  it  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  community. 
Without  this  service  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  Local  Health 
Authority  would  be  faced  with  greater  financial  liabilities  in  certain 
cases. 

Lack  of  housing  accommodation  continued  to  present  an  ex- 
tremely grave  problem.  The  stress  and  strain  consequent  upon  the 
shortage  of  houses  is  manifest  in  physical  and  psychological  dis- 
orders as  well  as  in  social  difficulties. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and 
understanding  and  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  medical,  dental, 
nursing  and  clerical,  for  their  excellent  work  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


October,  1951. 


D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres) 

• • 

• • 233.985 

Population  (1931  census) 

• • 

56,206 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate, 

■95°)  67,654 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR 

BIRTHS— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — 

Legitimate 

567 

479 

1,046 

Illegitimate 

40 

35 

75 

Total  Births 

607 

5*4 

1,121 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

16.57 

Still  Births 

18 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

16.06 

DEATHS— 

i 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

, , 

• • • • 

766 

Death  rate  (Crude)  in — 

Urban  Districts 

• • 

• • • • 

11.49 

Rural  Districts 

• • 

• • „ . 

11. 19 

County  of  Huntingdon 

• • 

• • • • 

11.32 

England  and  Wales 

• • 

• • • • 

1 1.6 

Maternal  Deaths — - 

From  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  per  1,000 
births — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total  death  rate 


20.08 

26.67 

20.52 


Population 

The  mid- 1 950  civilian  population  of  the  County  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  numbered  67,654,  this  being  an  increase 
of  3,526  on  the  1949  figure.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  live 
births  over  deaths)  was  362  compared  with  373  for  the  previous 
year  and  483  for  1948. 
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Births 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  1950  was  16.57  per  thousand  of 
the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  17.8  for  1949.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.8. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  the  Birth  Rate  for  the  County 
shows  a decrease.  This  decrease  in  the  birth  rate  is  common  to 
both  urban  and  rural  districts  alike  although  more  marked  in  the 
latter.  The  number  of  still  births  numbered  18  during  the  year 
giving  a still  birth  rate  of  16.06  per  1,000  total  births  as  compared 
with  a rate  of  25.5.  for  the  previous  year. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  75,  or  6.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  live  births,  which  is  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year’s  figure. 


The  increase  recorded  this  year  has  arrested,  at  least  tem- 
porarily, the  gradual  decrease  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  evident 
since  1945,  when  the  peak  figure  was  reached. 


■945 

140 

12. 1 

1946 

128 

12. 1 

1947 

89 

7-5 

CO 

82 

6.8 

1949 

70 

6.1 

!95° 

75 

6.6 

mewhat  disquieting. 

Deaths 

In  1950  a total  of  766  deaths  was  recorded  in  the  County  giving 
a Death  Rate  of  1 1.3  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  a Death  Rate  of  12.0  in  1949.  The  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1950  was  11.6. 

In  the  statement  of  the  chief  causes  of  deaths  it  will  be  seen  that 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  no  fewer  than  235  were  due  to  some 
form  of  heart  disease,  135  to  malignant  disease  and  105  to  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  no  deaths  occurred  from 
Measles  or  Whooping  Cough,  and  that  yet  another  year  passed 
without  a death  from  Diphtheria,  but  2 deaths  were  attributable 
to  Poliomyelitis. 
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The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which  numbered 
12  during  the  present  year,  are  of  special  interest  and  the  records 
of  the  last  15  years  are  as  follows: — 


*935 

26 

J943 

22 

1936 

20 

1944 

26 

1 937 

27 

1945 

17 

i938  •• 

22 

1946 

J4 

*939 

28 

*947 

13 

1940 

21 

1948 

21 

1941 

22 

*949 

12 

1942 

30 

i95° 

12 

From  the  above  figures  it  is  noticeable  that  for  a number  of 
years  there  has  been  a gradual,  if  somewhat  irregular,  decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  20.5  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of 
29.8. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  deaths  rates  of 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
past  five  years : — 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Urban  Districts  . . 

18.6 

19.8 

17.2 

16.3 

15.4 

11.6 

11.4 

11.1 

12.2 

11.5 

Rural  Districts 

21.5 

21.5 

18.7 

19.1 

17.4 

12.6 

13.2 

10.0 

11.9 

11.2 

County  of  Huntingdon  . . 

20.0 

20.7 

18.1 

17.8 

16.6 

12.1 

12.3 

10.5 

12.0 

11.3 

.England  and  Wales 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  IN 


Cause  of  Death  at  Different 
Periods  of  Life 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  under  75 

75  and  upwards 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

1 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— - 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

4. 

Diphtheria  . . 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— ■ 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

10 

8 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

6 

— 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4 

2 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

19 

23 

27 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

16 

23 

63 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . . 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

23 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

8 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

15 

38 

86 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

16 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

7 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

6 

2 

9 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

15 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— - 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

4 

8 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth.  Abortion  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1 

12 

12 

39 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

3 

— 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

6 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Total  All  Causes 

23 

1 1 

4 

13 

42 

148 

199 

326 
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DISTRICTS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1950 


Urban 

Districts 

Rural  Districts 

Totals 

Huntingdon 

U.D. 

Godmanchester 

U.D. 

St.  Ives  U.D. 

St.  Neots  U.D. 

Ramsey  U.D. 

Old  Fletton 

U.D. 

Huntingdon 

R.D. 

St.  Ives  R.D. 

St.  Neots  R.D. 

Norman  Cross 

R.D. 

12 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

29 

2 

1 

— 

2 

4 

3 

4 

6 

5 

' 2 

16 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

5 

2 

— 

13 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

76 

5 

6 

3 

8 

9 

4 

7 

18 

9 

7 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

105 

11 

3 

4 

8 

12 

6 

12 

21 

18 

10 

70 

5 

— 

5 

4 

3 

7 

9 

21 

8 

8 

19 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

146 

12 

4 

12 

9 

10 

23 

19 

19 

17 

21 

25 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

3 

6 

4 

3 

14 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

2 

24 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

— 

3 

4 

29 

2 

— 

2 

4 

3 

3 

7 

5 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— r- 

— 

3 

6 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

82 

10 

2 

3 

8 

1 

9 

9 

12 

14 

14 

13 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

16 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

4 

1 

3 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

766 

62 

25 

38 

67 

67 

81 

91 

142 

96 

97 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(SECTION  22) 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Care 

Ante  and  post-natal  care  arrangements  described  in  some  detail 
in  last  year’s  report  remain  unchanged. 

There  is  however  a steadily  increasing  demand  on  the  part  of 
expectant  mothers  for  institutional  confinements  and  consequently 
fewer  are  being  confined  at  home.  Of  the  domiciliary  confinements 
the  increase  in  the  number  engaging  the  general  practitioner 
obstetrician  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  as 
mentioned  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  continued  to  be  evident  in 
1 950- 

Examination  by  general  practitioner  obstetricians  of  cases 
undertaken  by  midwives  is  as  follows: — 

Ante-Natal  examinations  . . . . 329 

Post-Natal  examinations  . . . . . . 138 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Two  additional  centres,  each  having  a monthly  session,  were 
opened  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  20  County  Council  Centres.  In  addition  to  these,  3 Centres 
provided  by  Voluntary  Organisations  continued  to  operate. 

One  of  these  Voluntary  Organisations  operates  on  an  agency 
basis  for  the  Local  Health  Authority,  the  other  two  Voluntary 
Organisations  are  directly  connected  with  Royal  Air  Force  Stations 
and  make  provision  solely  for  service  families. 

The  arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  mothers  and  young 
children  to  Infant  Welfare  Centres  not  only  continued  to  operate, 
but  were  extended  to  cover  additional  districts.  By  this  means 
mothers  with  young  children  living  in  remote  hamlets  are  enabled 
to  attend  Centres.  Furthermore,  concentration  of  the  work  in  a 
centrally  placed  clinic  enables  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  to 
be  used  economically  and  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  numbered 
12,655;  the  attendances  made  by  children  under  one  year  were  7,394 
and  by  children  over  one  year  5,261. 

As  compared  with  the  year  1949  the  total  number  of  atten- 
dances showed  an  increase  of  213. 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


I5/  Visits 

Subsequent 

1 st  Visits 

Subsequent 

Total 

County  Centres 

0-1  year 

0-1  year 

1 -5  years 

1-5  years 

Attendances 

Alconbury  . . 

17 

156 

9 

165 

347 

Brampton  . . 

88 

- — - 

158 

261 

Buckden 

20 

"5 

5 

159 

299 

Bythorn 

9 

27 

3 

36 

75 

Elton 

27 

92 

15 

09 

295 

Fenstanton 

13 

61 

2 

138 

214 

Great  Gransden 

8 

l9 

12 

20 

59 

Great  Staughton  . . 

77 

2 

130 

224 

Huntingdon 

1 10 

1344 

O 

74 1 

2212 

Kimbolton 

1 1 

90 

9 

224 

334 

Ramsey 

75 

350 

18 

204 

647 

St.  Ives 

64 

775 

10 

420 

1269 

St.  Neots 

75 

1190 

20 

888 

2173 

Sawtry 

21 

IJ3 

4 

166 

3°4 

Somersham 

32 

05 

14 

106 

327 

Spaldwick 

1 1 

69 

1 

70 

I5I 

Warboys 

25 

!25 

4 

177 

331 

Wistow 

5 

32 

— 

33 

70 

Woodwalton 

8 

6 

15 

12 

41 

Yaxley 

21 

96 

10 

192 

30 

Voluntary  Centre 

Old  Fletton 

88 

1 1 

567 

1985 

Wyton  Aerodrome 

24 

293 

6 

287 

610 

Upwood  Aerodrome 

6 

82 

3 

19 

1 10 

Total  Number  of 

Attendances  at  all 

Centres 

700 

6694 

190 

507! 

12655 

Premature  Infants 

All  babies  having  a birth  weight  of  5^  lbs.  or  under  are  notified 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The  following  statement  gives 
particulars  of  those  notified 

No.  of  Premature  infants  notified  . . . . . . 53 

No.  of  Premature  infants  born  at  home  . . . . 10 

No.  of  Premature  infants  born  in  hospital  . . 43 

No.  of  deaths  registered — 

(<2)  under  1 week  . . 2 

(b)  1-4  weeks  , . — « 
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The  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  babies  in  the  home, 
consisting  of  special  portable  cots  complete  with  the  necessary 
equipment  and  specially  devised  oxygen  units  and  placed  at 
strategic  centres  in  the  County,  remains  as  in  the  previous  year. 


Born  at  home 

Grand 

Total 

(7) 

Trans- 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

(1) 

Nursed  entirely  at  home 

Died 

in 

first 

24  hrs. 
(2) 

Died 
on  2nd 
to  7 th 
day 

(3) 

Died 
on  8th 
to  28th 
day 

(T 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

(5) 

Total 

(6) 

Under  3 lbs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3-4  lbs.  . . 

2 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4-5 £ lbs.  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

7 

7 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

6 

8 

10 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows: — 

“Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
infants  has  been  given  priority  as  in  previous  years,  but  the  demand 
continues  to  diminish. 

“Special  sessions  are  set  apart  for  the  treatment  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  of  children  under  school  age.” 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  provided  with  dental 
care  and  the  forms  of  treatment  provided : — 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care: 
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Maternity  Outfits 

As  in  former  years  the  issue  of  Maternity  Outfits  continued 
to  be  made  to  expectant  mothers  having  their  confinement  at  home. 
These  outfits  are  obtainable  from  District  Nurse-Midwives  and 
Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Home  Visiting 

Details  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
are  set  out  under  the  section  dealing  with  Health  Visitors.  (See 
Page  19.) 

Maternity  Beds 

Out  of  the  total  of  1,121  births  notified  during  the  year  no  fewer 
than  652  took  place  in  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals.  That  is  to 
say  58  per  cent  of  all  confinements  took  place  in  institutions. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  expectant  mothers  normally 
resident  in  Huntingdonshire  had  their  confinements  in  the  following 


Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals: — 

Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home,  St.  Neots  . . . . 313 

The  Gables  Maternity  Home,  Peterborough  . . 234 

Maternity  Hospital,  Cambridge  . . . . . . 56 

Stella  Maris  Nursing  Home,  Cambridge  . . . . 12 

Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough  . . . . 10 

R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely  . . . . . . . . 5 

The  Grange,  Ely  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Woodfield  Nursing  Home,  Finedon  . . . . 1 

King’s  College  Hospital,  London  . . . . . . 1 

London  Clinic,  London  . . . . . . . . 1 

St.  David’s  Hospital,  Cardiff  . . . . . . 1 

Rena  Nursing  Home,  Bedford  . . . . . . 3 

Princess  Mary  Hospital,  Halton,  Bucks.  . . . . 2 

General  Hospital,  Stamford  . . . . . . 1 

R.A.F.  Hospital,  Halton  . . . . . . . . 1 

Stow  Hall  Maternity  Unit,  Kings  Lynn  . . 1 

Maternity  Hospital,  Kingsbury,  Middlesex  . . 1 

Grenfell  Maternity  Home,  Essex  . . . . . . 1 

Queen  Charlotte’s  Hospital,  London  . . . . 1 

39,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge  . . . . . . 5 

County  Hospital,  Hertford  . . . . . . 1 
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Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council  Welfare  Worker  for  the  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and 
her  Child. 

Ante- Natal  Arrangements — 

No.  applications  for  confinement  at  Hospital  or  in 


own  home  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

No.  admitted  to  Mother  and  Baby  Homes — 

Diocesan  Home,  Cambridge  (per  Hunts  C.C.)  5 

S.A.  Home,  London  ..,,,,  ,,  1 

S.A.  Home,  Lichfield  (paying  for  self)  . . 1 

S.A.  Hostel,  London  ,,  ,,  ,,  1 

— 8 

No.  referred  to  Workers  outside  County  . . . . 2 

Post-Natal  Arrangements — 

No.  returning  home  with  child  . . . . . . 22 

No.  going  into  domestic  job  with  child  . . . . 2 

No.  helping  to  support  child  in  Nursery  . . . . 2 

No.  placing  child  for  adoption  . . . . . . 6 

No.  marrying  before  birth  of  child  . . . . . . 2 

No.  marrying  after  birth  of  child  . . . . . . 3 

No.  Affiliation  Orders  obtained  . . . . . . 2 

No.  Private  Agreements  signed  . . . . . . 2 

General  Welfare — 

No.  concerning  general  family  problems  . . . . 5 

No.  concerning  adolescents  . . . . . . . . 3 


No.  concerning  putative  father — arrears  of  main- 


tenance . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  concerning  change  of  employment  . . . . 5 

No.  concerning  voluntary  supervision  of  child  . . 1 

No.  referred  to  Worker  outside  County  . . . . 1 

New  Cases — 

Care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  . . 42 

General  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

— 60 

After-Care  of  previous  Cases  . . . . . . . . 64 


Total  No.  during  the  year 


124 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

66  Children  under  five  years  of  age  were  referred  to  the  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Consultants. 

Ophthalmic  Work 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon  and  Old  Fletton 
and  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  referred  from  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  to  be  seen  by  the  Ophthalmic  Consultant  at  these  Clinics. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work  under- 


taken : — 


Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Number  of  new  cases 

18 

3 

Number  of  old  cases 

56 

6 

Number  of  attendances  . . 

75 

9 

Total  number  of  cases  in 

which 

spectacles  were  prescribed 

17 

— 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

Orthopaedic  Clinics,  at  which  a Consultant  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  attends,  are  held  at  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough. 
Children  under  school  age  discovered  to  have  orthopaedic  defects 
are  referred  to  these  clinics. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  cases  dealt  with  both 
at  the  Surgeons  Clinics  and  the  Care  and  After-Care  Centres  during 
the  year. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEONS  CLINICS,  1950 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

New 

cases 

seen 

ATTENDANCES 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

22 

59 

49 

291 

175 

47 

57 

619 

Peterborough 

11 

11 

— 

89 

20 

1 

6 

116 

TOTAL  . . 

33 

70 

49 

380 

195 

48 

63 

735 

NOTE. — S.E. — Secondary  Education;  P.E. — Primary  Education;  M.  & C.W. 
Pre-school  cases;  T.B, — Tuberculosis  cases;  P.H.— Other  Adults, 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  CENTRES, 

1950 


Clinic 

No.  of 
Clinics 
held 

ATTENDANCES 

S.E. 

P.E. 

M.  & 
C.W. 

T.B. 

P.H. 

Total 

Huntingdon 

21 

38 

261 

- — - 

— 

— 

299 

Fletton  . . 

15 

3 

170 

— 

— - 

1 

174 

Ramsey 

19 

1 

162 

— 

— 

— 

163 

St.  Ives  . . 

17 

— 

56 

— 

— 

— 

56 

St.  Neots 

17 

1 

75 

— 

— 

— 

76 

TOTAL  

89 

43 

724 

— 

— 

1 

768 

Home  Visits  by  Sister  . . 

49 

128 

123 

81 

142 

523 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 
(Sections  23  and  25) 

The  ccmbined  midwifery  and  home  nursing  service  which 
operates  in  this  County  and  described  in  some  detail  in  last  year’s 
report  remains  unchanged. 

Midwives’  Act,  1902 

43  Midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in 
the  County.  Of  these  12  were  employed  in  Institutions  and  27  were 
District  Nurse-Midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  24  District  Nurse-Midwives  were 
employed.  There  were  3 vacancies, 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  19  District  Nurse-Midwives  on  the  staff 
were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out: — 


Number  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives 
Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurse 

Number  of  Midwifery  cases  in  which  medical  aid 
was  called  in  by  Midwife 

Number  of  attendances — Midwifery  cases 
Number  of  attendances — Maternity  cases 
Number  of  General  Nursing  attendances 
Number  of  other  attendances 


241 

254 

lll 

5811 

2676 

25699 

4674 


HEALTH  VISITING 
(Section  24) 

The  Health  Visiting  Service  provided  under  Section  24  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  remains  relatively  unchanged. 

The  two  Health  Visitor  Trainees  whom  the  County  Council 
had  under  instruction  and  training  completed  their  course  and 
were  successful  in  obtaining  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate.  The 
addition  of  these  two  Health  Visitors  to  the  existing  staff  did  how- 
ever necessitate  some  minor  modification  of  Health  Visitors  districts. 


Home  visiting  is  the  foundation  of  all  child  welfare  work 
and  since  the  Health  Visitors  are  now  concerned  with  the  family 
as  a unit,  visiting  the  homes  is  of  even  greater  importance.  By  home 
visiting,  children  suffering  as  a result  of  parental  carelessness  or 
neglect  which  might  otherwise  be  missed  are  discovered.  By  home 
visiting  the  child’s  environment  can  be  ascertained  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  family,  particularly  those  of  the  mother,  may  be  dis- 
covered and  assessed. 

Home  visits,  however,  if  they  are  to  be  effective  from  the 
educational  point  of  view  cannot  be  done  hurriedly,  and  this  is 
particularly  so  with  regard  to  the  initial  visit  and  any  special  visit 
which  may  have  to  be  made. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health 
Visitors : — 

Children  under  Children  between 

1 year  of  age  the  ages  of  1 and  5 


First 

Total 

F irst 

Total 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

1098 

7864 

129 

9280 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26) 

Vaccination 

The  arrangements  which  enable  the  general  public  to  have 
vaccination  carried  out  by  their  own  doctor  remain  unchanged. 
It  will  be  recalled  that  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
repealed  the  Vaccination  Acts  under  which  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  was  compulsory.  The  effect  of  this  was  a sharp  fall  in  the 
number  of  infants  receiving  primary  vaccination,  and  although 
there  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  number  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  last  two  years,  nevertheless,  the  present 
vaccination  state  compares  very  unfavourably  with  that  which 
existed  prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950,  the  number  of 
persons  vaccinated  was  as  follows: — 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1950 
i.e.,  born  in  years 

Under  1 
1950 

1-4 

1946-1949 

5-14 

1936-1945 

15  or  over 
before 
* 1936 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated  . . 

430 

48 

34 

49 

561 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

— 

1 

19 

69 

89 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who  completed 
a primary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  940,  of 
these  718  were  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  220  between  5 and  15 
years. 

As  compared  with  1 949  there  has  been  a slight  reduction  in  the 
number  of  immunisations.  Children  who  received  a re-inforcing 
injection  numbered  647  as  compared  with  1,576  in  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  was  as  follows : — 

Children  under  5 years  . . 718 

Children  5-14  years  . . . . 222 


940 

Total  No.  of  children  who  were  given  a secondary 

or  reinforcing  injection  . . . . . . 647 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE 
OF  IMMUNISATION  AT  ANY  TIME  UP  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1950 
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AMBULANCE  (Section  20) 

The  following  information  relates  to  the  working  of  the  Am- 
bulance Service  during  the  year  1950. 


Statistics 


No.  of 
Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Miles 

Directly  Provided — 

Ambulances 

5 

1524  (574) 

2616 

57004 

Sitting  Cars 

3 

1551  (85) 

3803 

81142 

Agency  Services — 

Ambulances 

6 

796  (267) 

982 

24942 

Sitting  Cars 

3 

1130  (13) 

1130 

22454 

Supplementary — 

Hospital  Car  Service 

. . — - 

298  (— ) 

346 

14052 

17 

5299  (939) 

8877 

199594 

(The  figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  emergency  calls) 


Establishment 

During  the  year  the  one  existing  vacancy  in  the  establishment 
of  1 2 whole-time  drivers  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a further 
Fireman/ Ambulance  driver  capable  of  undertaking  servicing, 
maintenance  and  repair  of  vehicles. 

Agency  Services 

St.  Ives.  The  manning  of  agency  ambulances  gave  cause  for 
concern  particularly  at  St.  Ives.  During  the  year  meetings  with  the 
St.  John  Association  took  place  in  an  endeavour  to  find  a solution 
to  this  problem.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  installation  of  a 
further  three  telephones  if  volunteers  could  be  found  to  enable  the 
Association  to  give  a 24  hour  cover.  The  position  remains  un- 
changed. 

Ramsey.  Circumstances  are  such  that  whereas  the  Ramsey 
Ambulance  Association  can  maintain  a satisfactory  day-time  service 
it  has  been  found  to  be  more  expedient  during  the  night  to  answer 
emergency  calls  from  Huntingdon. 


Hospital  Car  Service 

The  effective  number  of  drivers  is  diminishing  and  only  17 
can  now  be  called  upon. 
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Transport 

At  times  vehicles  cannot  be  spared  to  allow  adequate  servicing 
to  be  undertaken  and  difficulties  have  arisen  as  a result  of  wear  and 
tear  on  vehicles  due  to  age  and  excessive  mileage.  During  the  year 
it  was  decided  that  the  Hillman  Saloon  (ABA  40)  should  be  replaced 
and  a Bedford  9-seater  ambulance  body  and  fittings  was  purchased ; 
this  dual  purpose  \ehicle  proved  its  usefulness  when  the  Ford  Am- 
bulance (JEV  860)  had  to  be  taken  out  of  commission.  Con- 
sideration has  been  given  to  the  purchase  of  a new  sitting-case  car 
of  the  “Taxi”  type. 

The  Humber  Saloon  and  the  St.  Neots  Ambulance  had  major 
overhauls  during  the  year — the  latter  vehicle  being  a Canadian 
“Dodge”  offers  special  difficulties  so  far  as  spare  parts  are  concerned. 
The  Ramsey  Association  agreed  to  have  its  ambulance  painted  in 
the  County  colours  and  to  have  the  County  Crest  affixed. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Service,  tools  are  being  purchased 
to  equip  the  workshop  and  repair  depot. 

Equipment 

During  the  year  resuscitation  apparatus  was  purchased;  all 
ambulances  are  now  equipped  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  specification. 


Operations 

The  call  on  the  service  is  still  considerable  but  it  would  seem 
that  the  peak  has  been  reached  and  that  calls  may  now  be  expected 
to  remain  stabilised  at  the  present  level. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  when  the  whole- time  establishment  was 
incfeased  it  was  hoped  to  reduce  by  50  per  cent  the  costs  of  the 
Agency  Service— this  has  been  accomplished. 

Comparative  figures  show  that  whereas  the  Ambulance  Service 
as  a whole  carried  fewer  patients  and  showed  a decrease  in  mileage 
travelled,  the  Central  Ambulance  Station  at  Huntingdon  undertook 
considerably  more  work  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  central 
ambulance  unit  increased  its  mileage  by  12,983  miles  and  carried 
1,047  more  patients  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  this  was  effected 
by  an  increase  of  only  7 additional  journeys.  This  indicates  in  some 
measure  the  efficiency  of  the  County  Control  system. 

The  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  appointed  a Transport 
Officer  and  as  a result  of  this  appointment  economy  has  been 


24 


effected  in  the  use  of  the  Ambulance  Service  by  the  Hospital  con- 
cerned. There  is  much  to  commend  similar  appointments  at  other 
Hospitals. 

In  an  endeavour  to  prevent  abuse  and  to  effect  more  economical 
use  of  ambulance  transport  a further  letter  was  sent  to  all  persons 
authorised  to  order  ambulance  transport. 

This  Ambulance  Authority  was  one  of  three  called  upon  to 
give  evidence  before  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Parliamentary  Select 
Committee  on  Estimates. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE  (Section  28) 

Tuberculosis 

Rehabilitation 

Arrangements  exist  for  the  rehabilitation  of  tubercular  patients 
in  Papworth  Hall  Sanatorium  and  in  Preston  Hall  Sanatorium. 
During  the  year  2 patients  (males)  were  recommended  for  re- 
habilitation. 

Occupational  Therapy 

Patients  undergoing  domiciliary  treatment  prior  to  admission 
to,  or  subsequent  to  discharge  from,  sanatoria  benefit  by  under- 
taking some  form  of  occupational  therapy.  Arrangements  exist 
whereby  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  able  to  supply  each 
patient  with  the  necessary  requisites  such  as  materials,  tools,  etc. 
In  addition  she  ensures  that  each  completed  article  is  subjected  to 
proper  disinfection,  and  assists  in  the  disposal  of  the  completed 
articles  in  such  cases  where  this  is  necessary. 

Open  Air  Shelters 

The  County  Council  own  four  open  air  shelters  which  are 
available  for  use  at  patients’  homes  where  the  Chest  Physician 
recommends  this  course.  In  addition  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  arranges  for  the  provision  of  beds,  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 
in  necessitous  cases. 


Mass  Radiography 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Regional  Hospital  Board’s 
Mass  Miniature  X-Ray  Unit  which  is  based  at  Cambridge  carried 
out  in  the  town  of  Huntingdon  a chest  radiographic  survey  of  in- 
dividuals in  selected  occupations.  The  mobile  unit  in  addition 
visited  the  B.T.H.  Hot  Point  Company’s  Works  at  Celta  Mills, 
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Woodston,  the  London  Brick  Company  Works  in  Fletton  and 
Chiver’s  Factory  in  Huntingdon,  and  undertook  surveys  of  the  em- 
ployees. Similar  visits  to  the  E.V.W.  Hostel  at  Sibson,  Wansford, 
and  Yaxley  Industrial  Hostel,  London  Road,  Yaxley,  proved  the 
value  of  such  surveys. 

Satisfactory  liaison  exists  between  the  Mobile  Unit  and  the 
Health  Department.  The  resources  and  assistance  of  the  Health 
Department  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical  Director  of 
the  Mobile  Unit  both  in  the  early  stages  when  the  preliminary  work 
is  being  undertaken  and  throughout  the  survey. 

Venereal  Diseases 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  now  provide  the  facilities  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

Loan  Depots 

In  addition  to  the  contents  of  loan  cupboards  which  each 
Dist  ict  Nurse  has  at  her  disposal,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
have  Loan  Centres  where  patients  may  obtain  nursing  equipment 
and  apparatus.  These  Depots  are  situated  at  the  following  places:— 
Huntingdon,  Godmanchester,  St.  Ives,  Ramsey,  Kimbolton,  Water 
Newton,  Elton,  Orton  Waterville,  Yaxley,  Old  Fletton,  Brampton, 
Abbots  Ripton  and  St.  Neots. 

Health  Education 

Use  continued  to  be  made  of  the  posters  and  pamphlets  issued 
by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Posters  are  exhibited 
in  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Schools  and  pamphlets  are  distributed 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  by  Health  Visitors. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE  (Section  29) 

The  demand  on  the  Home  Help  Service  was  particularly  heavy 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year  due  largely  to  the  influenza  epidemic. 
In  addition  many  elderly  people  living  alone  were  confined  to  bed 
as  a result  of  respiratory  ailments  and  required  assistance.  The 
Home  Help  Service  proved  to  be  extremely  valuable  in  these  cases 
and  it  was  often  necessary  for  the  Home  Help  to  work  long  hours 
and,  occasionally,  to  sleep  in. 

The  householder  is  called  upon  to  contribute  towards  the  cost 
of  the  Home  Help  according  to  his  ability  to  pay,  but  relatively 
few  cases  are  assessed  to  pay  the  full  cost. 
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The  number  of  Home  Helps  available  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  76,  of  whom  75  were  available  on  a casual  basis  and  one  was 
a whole-time  guaranteed  worker. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  undoubtedly  a great  benefit  to  the 
community.  Many  elderly  people,  at  present  living  at  home,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a Home  Help  would  no  doubt  find  it  necessary  to  seek 
accommodation  in  Old  People’s  Hostels.  The  provision  of  this 
accommodation  would  undoubtedly  prove  to  be  more  costly  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority  than  the  provision  of  the  Home  Help. 

Where  there  is  sickness  in  the  house,  the  family  are  frequently 
under  considerable  strain  and  the  presence  of  the  Home  Help  to 
undertake  domestic  duties  does  at  least  relieve  them  of  some  anxiety. 

While  this  Service  is  of  great  value,  nevertheless  the  cost  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority  is  heavy.  Furthermore  it  is  open  to  abuse 
and  therefore  good  administration  and  constant  supervision  are 
essential. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  where  Home 
Helps  were  provided  during  the  year : — - 


Maternity 

Tuberculosis 

Accidents 

Infectious 

Disease 

Cancer 

Old  Age 

Paralysis 

Operations 

Total 

64 

1 

6 

9 

10 

37 

1 

4 

132 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Measles 

Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  of  the  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year ; the  incidence  was  considerably  higher  than  in  the 
past  two  years.  No  death  as  a result  of  this  disease  was  recorded. 

Whooping  Cough 

This  disease  also  showed  an  increased  incidence  during  the 
year  and  remained  second  in  order  of  prevalence.  No  death  as  a 
result  of  this  disease  was  recorded. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  showed  a slight  reduction 
compared  with  the  figure  for  1949.  The  majority  of  these  cases 
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were  of  a mild  nature,  but  one  proved  to  be  an  extremely  virulent 
type  and  terminated  fatally. 

Pneumonia 

Whereas  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  Pneumonia  showed 
some  decrease  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  increased. 

Diphtheria 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  for  the  third  year  in  succession 
that  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  was  Nil. 


During  the  year  five  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 
Although  the  notification  in  respect  of  one  of  these  cases  was  re- 
ceived during  the  current  year,  the  patient  actually  fell  ill  late  in 
December,  1949.  Two  deaths  as  a result  of  this  disease  were 
recorded. 

Tuberculosis 

The  following  is  a summary  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
during  the  period  from  the  1st  January,  1950  to  the  31st  December, 

!95°- 


Formal  Notifications 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


Age  Periods 

1 

0 — 

1 — 

2 — 

5- 

10  — 

15- 

20  — 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75 

Total 

(All 

Ages) 

( Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

!9 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

36 

(Respiratory,  Females 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

• Non-Respiratory,  Males 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

• Non-Respiratory,  Females 

■ — — — — _ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

5 

In  addition  to  the  above  27  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Department  during  the  above-mentioned 
period  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated 
at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres 


Cambridge 

Peterborough 

1950 

1949 

1950 

1949 

Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from: — 

Syphilis 

6 

17 

9 

6 

Gonorrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

8 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

10 

26 

23 

41 

Total 

18 

44 

35 

55 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  care  of  the  Blind  Person  is  undertaken  by  the  Huntingdon- 
shire Society  for  the  Blind  on  behalf  of  the  Welfare  Committee  of 
the  County  Council.  The  Health  Department  arranges  an  ophthal- 
mic examination  in  such  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
an  individual  suffers  from  total  or  partial  blindness  and  for  the 
completion  of  Form  B.D.8  where  this  is  necessary. 

The  Chief  Welfare  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  notes: — 

“On  the  31st  December,  1950,  there  were  114  cases  on  the 
Blind  Register  and  31  cases  under  observation. 

“Owing  to  the  death  of  Miss  Bessie  Gladstone  in  December, 
1949,  there  was  no  Home  Teacher  until  1st  April,  1950,  when  Miss 
E.  V.  Pye  was  appointed. 

“The  Home  Teacher  paid  approximately  385  visits  for  social 
and  instructional  purposes  during  the  year. 

“Pensions  from  voluntary  sources  received  by  blind  persons 
were : — 

Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  . . 1 person 
Royal  Blind  Pension  Society  . . 5 persons 

“During  the  year  21  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register, 
3 cases  were  transferred  into  the  County,  2 cases  transferred  out 
and  10  cases  removed  from  the  Register  as  deceased. 
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“It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  out  of  the  1 14  cases  on  the  register 
there  are  no  cases  under  school  age  and  all  blind  and  partially 
sighted  children  are  attending  Special  Schools  as  follows: — 

1 blind  boy  and  1 blind  girl — 

East  Anglian  School  for  the  Blind,  Gorleston-on-Sea. 

1 blind  boy — 

Sheffield  School  for  the  Blind. 

1 partially  sighted  girl — 

Barclay  School  for  Partially  Sighted  Girls,  Little 
Paddock,  Sunnyhill,  Berks. 

“A  handicraft  Class  is  held  each  week  at  the  premises  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind,  which  is  much  enjoyed. 

“A  retail  shop  at  the  Society’s  premises  is  open  for  the  sale  of 
goods  made  by  the  blind  persons,  principally  in  their  own  homes.” 


MENTAL  HEALTH  (Section  51) 

This  service  continued  to  be  administered  by  the  Health 
Committee  through  the  General  Health  Services  Sub-Committee, 
and  a Psychiatrist  on  the  staff  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  con- 
tinued to  hold  Clinics  weekly  at  Huntingdon  in  premises  provided 
by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38 

The  total  number  of  persons  ascertained  as  mental  defectives 
was  10  (4  male  and  6 female).  Of  this  number  3 (1  male  and  2 
female)  were  reported  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

9 Cases  were  admitted  to  Certified  Institutions  by  Order  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  17  cases  awaiting  vacancies  in 
Certified  Institutions. 

Supervision  of  cases  on  Licence  from  Institutions  and  cases 
under  Statutory  Supervision  was  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Health 
Worker  and  the  following  are  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  these 
patients : — 

To  cases  on  Licence  . . . . . . 39 

To  cases  under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 1 1 15 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  15  male  and  14  female 
defectives  receiving  training  at  home. 
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I.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December, 
1950:— 


Males  Females  Total 

(1)  Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  found 
to  be  “Subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 

(a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on  licence 
therefrom) — 


Under  16  years  of  age 

5 

2 

7 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

20 

19 

39 

(b) 

Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 
licence  therefrom) — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

2 

7 

9 

(c) 

In  “places  of  safety” 

— 

— 

— 

(d) 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 
cases  on  licence) — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

14 

9 

23 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

21 

17 

38 

to 

Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the 

above  headings 

Total  ascertained  cases  found  to  be 

1 

1 

63 

54 

117 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

No.  of  cases  included  in  (b)  to  (e)  above 
awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution 

12 

5 

17 

(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
“Subject  to  be  dealt  with”,  but  over  whom 
some  form  of  voluntary  supervision  is  main- 
tained : — 

Under  16  years  of  age  . . . . . . — — — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . . . . . . 3 1 4 


Total  number  of  mental  defectives  (1)  plus  (2)  66  55  121 


(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving 
Training: — 

(a)  In  day-training  centres — 

Under  16  years  of  age  . . . . — — — 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . . . . — 4 4 

(Under  Guardianship) 

(b)  At  home  . . . . . • • . . . 15  14  29 


Total 


15 


18 
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II.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  1950: — 


(1)  Ascertainment— 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education 
Authorities  (Section  57,  Education  Act, 
1944) : — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3) 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5) : — 

On  leaving  special  schools 
On  leaving  ordinary  schools 


Males  Females  Total 

1 1 2 

— 1 1 


( b )  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported 
during  1950  and  found  to  be  “subject  to 
be  dealt  with”  . . . . . . . . 3 


4 7 


Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  during  the  year  4 6 10 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during 
1950  who  are  not  at  present  “subject  to  be 

dealt  with”  . . . . . . . . — — — 


Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 

the  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 6 10 


(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year — 

(a)  Ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” — 


(i)  Admitted  to  Institutions  . . 

3 

2 

5 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  “places  of  safety” 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

1 

4 

5 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

— 

— 

— 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

4 

6 

10 

Cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt 

with — 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Super- 

vision 

- — 

— 

— 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective  . . 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken 

— 

— 

— 

Total  cases  not  at  present  “subject  to  be 

dealt  with” 

— 

— 

— 
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III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under 
Community  Care  including  Voluntary  Supervision  or 
in  “Places  of  Safety”  on  1st  January,  1950,  who  have 
ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during 
1950. 


Males  Females  Total 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  . . . . 1 — 1 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  1 — 1 


Total  2 — 2 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 


The  following  summaries  set  out  the  work  undertaken  under 
this  head  during  the  year. 


Cambridgeshire  Mental  Hospital,  Fulbourn 


No.  of  Certified  patients  admitted 

. . 

. . 

32 

No.  of  Certified  patients  discharged 

. . 

. . 

44 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  admitted 

. . 

. . 

45 

No.  of  Voluntary  patients  discharged 

• • 

. . 

34 

Cases  in  Institutions  on  the  31st 

December, 

1950 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Graylingwell  Mental  Hospital,  Chichester 

■ — - 

1 

1 

Springfield  Mental  Hospital,  Upper  Tooting 

1 

— 

1 

Derby  County  Mental  Hospital,  Miekleover 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay 

— 

1 

1 

Friern  Hospital,  New  Southgate 

— 

1 

1 

Rauceby  Hospital,  Sleaford 

- — 

1 

1 

Three  Counties  Hospital,  Arlesey 

9 

6 

15 

Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 

60 

82 

142 

70  93  163 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE 

COUNTY 

Housing 

Progress  in  the  provision  of  houses  varied  considerably  from 
district  to  district,  in  some  areas  more  houses  were  completed  than 
in  the  previous  year,  in  others  less.  The  total  number  of  houses 
erected  in  the  County  during  the  year  was  approximately  the  same 
as  in  1949. 
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New  Houses  Occupied  Dupjng  1950 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  below  have  been  obtained  from 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  show  both  the  number 
of  new  houses  erected  and  also  the  number  of  new  dwellings  pro- 
vided by  adaptation  during  1950. 


Sanitary  District 

New  houses  by 

By  Adaptation 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Urban  Districts 

Huntingdon  Borough 

— 

— 

— 

2 Flats 

St.  Ives  Borough  . . 

20 

5 

— 

— 

Godmanchester  Borough 

12 

3 

— 

3 

Old  Fletton 

54 

15 

— 

— 

Ramsey 

20 

4 

— 

5 

St.  Neots  . . 

51 

5 

— 

— 

Rural  Districts— 

Huntingdon 

36 

3 

16 

1 

Norman  Cross 

18 

4 

— 

— 

St.  Ives 

47 

11 

— 

— 

St.  Neots  . . 

29 

6 

— 

4 

Totals 

287 

56 

16 

15 

Water  Supply 

The  Buckden  Water  Scheme  undertaken  by  the  St.  Neots 
Rural  District  Council  has  been  almost  entirely  completed  and 
contracts  for  mains  extensions  at  Great  Paxton  and  Brook  End, 
Catworth,  are  expected  to  be  implemented  in  1951. 

In  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Contract  No.  5 was  almost 
completed.  Since  1948  mains  and  services  have  been  laid  in 
Stibbington,  Waternewton,  Holme,  Denton  and  Caldecote.  In 
addition  the  service  mains  at  Norman  Cross  and  Kate’s  Cabin  have 
been  linked  by  the  laying  of  a main  along  the  Great  North  Road 
between  these  two  points.  Measures  were  also  taken  to  rectify 
the  low  pressure  in  the  supply  which  existed  in  certain  areas. 

In  St.  Ives  R.D.,  Norman  Cross  R.D.  and  St.  Neots  R.D.  a 
mains  supply  is  provided  in  each  parish,  and  the  two  first  mentioned 
districts  have  under  consideration  the  extension  of  water  mains  to 
fen  and  other  isolated  areas. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

In  Huntingdon  Rural  District  slow  progress  was  made  in 
connection  with  the  Alconbury  and  Alconbury  Weston  Sewerage 
Scheme. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Council 
received  Ministry  of  Health  authority  to  proceed  with  their  5 Parish 
Scheme  for  sewage  disposal.  The  Old  Fletton  Urban  District 
Council  also  received  permission  to  proceed  with  their  scheme. 

Various  district  authorities  have  other  sewerage  schemes  at 
different  stages  of  preparation  but  unless  regulations  with  regard  to 
financial  assistance  are  amended  it  is  possible  that  these  schemes 
will  remain  on  paper. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  undertaken  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  by  Captain 
W.  K.  Townson,  M.R.C.V.S. 

“The  two  Pasteurising  Plants  in  the  County  are  regularly 
inspected,  and  the  thermometers  attached  thereto  have  been 
examined  and  found  to  be  in  good  order. 

“Samples  of  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 
milks  from  these  Plants  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Phosphatase  Test.  The  returns  in  connection  with  these  samples 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Milk  Division. 

“Ninety- two  samples  of  milk,  tuberculin  tested,  Pasteurised 
and  Ungraded,  have  been  collected  from  that  supplied  to  Schools 
throughout  the  County,  for  bacteriological  examination  and  keeping 
qualities,  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Peterborough  and 
District  Memorial  Hospital. 

“Inspections  have  been  made  at  Schools  regarding  food  sup- 
plied for  School  meals,  and  complaints  investigated. 

“Inspections  of  premises,  which  are  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  Ice-Cream,  have  been  carried  out.  In  some  cases  advice 
has  been  given  and  improvements  made  to  comply  with  sections  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  prior  to  registration  of  the  premises. 

“The  inspections  of  Food  Stores,  Shops,  Hotels,  Cafes  and 
Restaurants  have  been  carried  out  in  that  part  of  the  County  where 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  operated  by  the  County  Council. 
Where  conditions  required  improvements  these  have  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  owners. 
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“Thirty- three  bulk  samples  of  ungraded  milk,  which  have  not 
been  submitted  to  Heat  Treatment,  have  been  taken  under  Section 
25  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  Biological  examination,  three  of 
which  were  found  to  be  positive  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  These  were 
reported  to  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  dealt  with  by  them.  The  affected  animals  have  been  slaughtered. 

“The  undermentioned  Meat  and  Canned  Foods  have  been 
found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 

400  cans  Milk  (Condensed  and  Evaporated). 

214  ,,  Corned  Beef,  Corned  Mutton,  Luncheon  Meats 
and  Danish  Pork. 

275  ,,  Fish,  Vegetables  (varying  kinds),  Tomatoes, 
Fruit,  Jellies,  Pickles,  Coffee,  etc. 

127  ,,  Soup  and  Sauce. 

41  ,,  Jam,  Marmalade  and  Syrup. 

68  jars  Salad  Cream,  Horseradish  Cream,  Sandwich  and 
Cheese  Spread,  etc. 

14  bags  Flour  and  Quaker  Oats. 

225  pkts.  Pastry  Mixture,  Cake  Mixture,  Horlicks  Tablets, 
etc. 

50  lbs.  Bacon,  Pressed  Beef,  French  Ham  and  Luncheon 
Meat. 

100  ,,  Margarine  and  Cooking  Fats. 

64J  ,,  Cheese  and  Butter,  and  5 boxes  Cheese  in 

portions. 

21  ,,  Fruit  and  Cut  Peel. 

48  ,,  Imported  Beef. 

“Much  of  the  Cheese,  Margarine  and  Cooking  Fats,  also  Flour 
were  damaged  by  flood  water.  Some  Canned  Foods  were  also  tem- 
porarily damaged,  but  after  drying  out  were  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  food. 

“The  number  of  animals  killed  at  St.  Ives  Abattoir  during  the 
year  was  4,796,  of  which  88  whole  carcases  (weight  24,909  lbs.) 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food.  The  weight  of  parts  of 
carcases  and  organs  condemned  was  13,627  lbs. 

“The  animals  killed  and  carcases  condemned  are  as  follows: — 


Killed 

Carcases 

condemned 

Cattle 

..  1,141 

30 

Calves 

199 

9 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

. . 2,826 

15 

Pigs 

630 

34 

37 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Department. 

“405  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  277  of  which  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

“120  samples  of  milk  and  8 of  spirits  were  tested  in  the  Office 
Laboratory  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk 


“254  samples  were  procured,  30  of  which  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  being  below  the  prescribed  standard  for  fat  or  solids- 
not-fat,  or  adulterated  with  added  water. 

“The  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  greater  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  4 samples  only  out  of  a total  of  120 
being  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

“Where  deficiencies  or  adulteration  were  found,  the  usual 
practice  of  taking  ‘appeal  to  cow’  samples  was  followed,  and  13  of 
such  samples  were  taken.  6 of  these  samples  showed  that  the  cows 
were  giving  milk  below  the  standard  for  milk  fat. 

“In  other  cases  the  deficiency  in  milk-fat  was  attributed  to 
neglect  to  keep  milk  properly  mixed  from  the  time  of  production  to 
the  time  of  sale.  In  such  cases  the  retailer  was  cautioned. 

“A  producer  sold  milk  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  which  was 
adulterated  with  added  water  to  a serious  extent.  She  was  prose- 
cuted on  three  counts  and  fined  a total  of  £16  1 is.  6d. 


Ice  Cream 

1 7 samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 
In  the  absence  of  a legal  standard,  this  signifies  but  little. 

“A  standard  for  fat,  sugar  and  milk  solids  other  than  fat,  has 
now  been  made,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  result  in  an  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  this  very  popular  foodstuff. 


Miscellaneous  Food  Stuffs 

“139  samples  other  than  milk  were  taken,  mainly  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  if  they  were  of  the  prescribed  standard,  or  if 
they  complied  with  any  statement  required  to  be  made  on  a label 
given  under  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946. 
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“One  sample  of  sausage  contained  a permitted  preservative, 
but  its  presence  in  the  sausage  was  not  disclosed  either  by  label  or 
notice.  This  is  an  offence  against  the  Regulations,  and  the  seller 
was  cautioned. 

“None  of  the  15  samples  of  sausage  or  sausage  meat  was  found 
to  contain  a less  percentage  of  meat  than  is  prescribed  by  the 
Order. 

“A  sample  of  Synthetic  Cream  was  improperly  labelled 
‘Cream’.  The  retailer  was  cautioned,  as  were  the  manufacturers 
of  vinegar  which  contained  a small  percentage  of  prohibited  pre- 
servative. 

“A  sample  of  Baking  Powder  was  so  deficient  in  available  car- 
bon dioxide  as  to  render  it  practically  useless  as  a raising  ingredient. 
The  deficiency  could  be  attributed  to  inefficient  packing  and 
storage.  The  manufacturers  have  now  undertaken  to  pack  the  article 
in  a more  efficient  container. 

“None  of  the  15  samples  of  Whisky  and  Brandy  contained  less 
than  the  minimum  of  65  per  cent  proof  spirit  laid  down  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

“All  other  samples  were  genuine. 


Article 

Milk 


Prosecutions 

Offence 


Result 

3 summonses  issued 


Selling  for  human  consumption  milk  to 
which  an  addition  of  water  had  been 
made. 


Total  finesTff  1 Is.  6d.” 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
WELFARE  SERVICES 

The  Chief  Welfare  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  short  report:— 

z'  • 

Residential  Accommodation 

“Continuing  the  policy  of  providing  smaller  Homes  throughout 
the  County,  the  Welfare  Committee  opened  their  second  Home 
(The  Chestnuts,  Godmanchester)  on  8th  December,  1950.  The 
opening  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Under 
Secretary,  Mr.  S.  F.  Wilkinson,  who  congratulated  the  Committee 
on  providing  such  a delightful  Home  and  generally  on  their  pro- 
gramme in  connection  with  the  care  of  old  people. 

“It  is  anticipated  that  ‘Rheola’,  St.  Ives,  will  be  available  for 
occupation  in  1951,  and  plans  for  building  in  the  north  of  the 
County  have  been  submitted  and  it  is  hoped  the  new  Home  will 
be  ready  some  time  in  1952.  With  the  opening  of  The  Chestnuts, 
the  Home  at  Offord  Manor  was  closed.  Whilst  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  everyone  was  very  happy  at  The  Manor,  the  Home 
was  considered  too  small  to  run  economically. 

“Improvements  and  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at 
Walnut  Tree  House  and  the  piece  of  land  adjoining  this  establish- 
ment has  been  fenced  off  and  planted  with  trees  and  shrubs. 

“The  following  figures  are  given  showing  the  number  of 
persons  housed  in  accommodation  provided  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act  on  the  31st  December,  1950: — 


Men 

Women 

Total 

Walnut  Tree  House,  Huntingdon 

44 

16 

60 

White  House,  Eaton  Socon 

32 

21 

53 

Shortsands,  St.  Neots 

11 

12 

23 

The  Chestnuts,  Godmanchester 

6 

13 

19 

Reception  Centre,  Walnut  Tree  House 

“Wayfarers  continued  to  be  admitted  to  Walnut  Tree  House 
and  the  following  table  gives  the  number  of  wayfarers  accommo- 
dated during  the  period  1st  January,  1950  to  31st  December,  1950: — 
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Men 

Women 

Total 

January 

150 

13 

163 

February 

178 

9 

187 

March 

144 

6 

150 

April 

163 

11 

174 

May 

..  207 

10 

217 

June 

157 

8 

165 

July 

196 

4 

200 

August 

169 

8 

177 

September  . . 

167 

5 

172 

October 

180 

4 

184 

November 

186 

7 

193 

December  . . 

163 

5 

168 

• 

Total 

. . 2060 

90 

2150 

“Several  evicted  families  had  to  be  admitted  to  Part  III 
accommodation  during  the  year.  This  matter  has  been  subject  of 
representation  through  the  County  Councils  Association  to  Govern- 
ment Departments  concerned.  There  appears  to  be  no  solution  to 
the  problem  until  houses  are  available  and  the  Welfare  Authority 
must  continue  to  provide  “temporary”  accommodation  to  homeless 
families. 


Welfare  of  Old  People  in  their  Own  Homes 

“The  County  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  have  been 
active  during  the  year  in  establishing  old  people’s  clubs  in  the  towns 
and  larger  villages  of  the  County.  These  clubs  are  very  popular  and 
are  much  appreciated  by  the  old  folk. 

“A  voluntary  system  of  home  visiting  is  being  organised  through- 
out the  County.  This  service  will  include  the  regular  visiting  of  old 
people  in  their  homes,  helping  them  with  shopping,  letter  writing, 
obtaining  library  books,  etc.,  and  generally  in  solving  minor 
domestic  difficulties. 


Handicapped  Persons 

“Under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Local  Authorities 
are  asked  to  consider  the  submission  of  schemes  for  the  welfare  of 
deaf  or  dumb  persons  and  also  for  persons  substantially  and  per- 
manently handicapped  by  illness,  injury  or  congenital  deformity. 
In  this  connection  the  South  East  Regional  Association  for  the 
Deaf  has  been  formed  and  will  operate  on  similar  lines  to  the 
Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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